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the control of the army in time of peace was divided between
the cantons and the Confederation. To the cantons were con-
fided the duties of executing the militaiy laws, and providing
the clothing and rations of the troops. The various corps were
composed, as far as possible, of men from the same canton ; and
the composition of such corps, their efficiency, and the appoint-
ment and promotion of the officers, were all left to the states,
subject to general rules to be established by the Confederation.

The new amendment placed the army almost entirely under
the control of the Federal Government. It declared that " every-
thing which concerns the army is within the province of the
Confederation. For the future the Confederation shall not only
make the military laws, but shall execute them, and shall make
provision for the administration, the instruction, the clothing
and subsistence of the army." The cantons still retained .the
right, under these new provisions, of disposing of the military
forces in their territory, but they were no longer to appoint any
but the under-officers, the principal officers being appointed by
the Confederation. Special administrative districts were to be
created for the control of the army by the central government,
and each district was to coincide, as far as possible, with the
boundary of a canton.

The object of these changes was to secure the greater efficiency
of the army, and to introduce some sort of uniformity into the
equipment and training of the troops. The appointment of the
principal officers was to be placed in the hands of the Confedera-
tion, in order that men should not be appointed for merely local
reasons. This law passed the Federal Council and the Chambers
almost unanimously. The Radicals were in favour of the law,
the Socialists against, and the Conservatives neutral. The press
was on the side of revision. Appeals were made to patriotism.
Europe was represented as waiting to take advantage of Swiss
military weakness, and those who voted against the reform
were denounced as traitors to their country. The law, however,
was rejected. The people were afraid that the schools for
recruits and the periods of annual training would be increased.
Many military men argued in favour of a longer period of
military service, and looked upon the revision as a means 01
bringing this about, and this naturally did not increase the
popularity of the measure. The idea of administrative districts
was also disliked. These reasons, joined to the diminution of the
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